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the 103rd Congress among Democrats and the 105th and 108th Congresses 
among Republicans. 

Gendered Partisanship in the House

Institutional forces are powerful in shaping members’ motivations and 
behavior. While the gender dynamics surrounding women’s underrepresentation 
help explain congresswomen’s extra legislative work, gender dynamics also affect 
congresswomen’s pursuit of power and bipartisan cooperation (or lack thereof ) in 
an increasingly partisan chamber.

Partisanship in Congress and the polarization between the two parties have 
risen dramatically in recent decades.19 Members have ceded considerable power 
to party leaders in the contemporary House of Representatives since the 1970s. 
Republican leaders further centralized their power with a series of reforms during 
their twelve years in the majority, and despite Democrats’ protests while in the 
minority, Democratic leaders kept many of the GOP innovations intact when 
their party recaptured the majority.20 

The rise in leadership power has given leaders more power over the careers 
of their members. Leaders pick and choose between their members when it comes 
to allocating scarce resources such as committee assignments, legislative oppor-
tunities, and campaign funds, often rewarding party loyalty in roll call voting and 
fundraising for the party.21 Rank-and-file members also use these criteria when 
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Figure 3-4  Average Number of Bills Sponsored, 100th–111th Congresses

Source: Compiled by the author using data from http://thomas.loc.gov.


